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wit and endowments of nature, wherewith (his young age consi-
dered) he is remarkably furnished, do portend, by the favour of
God, that he will make an honest man/' But small chance there
was of such a miracle.

After the coronation had been performed in Tork cathedral,
queen Anne walked in grand procession though the streets of
the city, holding her little son by the right hand: he wore the
demi-crown appointed for the heir of England. Jive marks were
paid to Michell "Wharton, for bringing the prince's jewels to
York on this occasion. A formidable insurrection, headed by
the duke of Buckingham, recalled Richard to the metropolis: he
left his son, for security, among his northern friends, but queen
Anne accompanied her husband. If .Anne had even passively
consented to the unrighteous advancement of her family, punish-
ment quickly followed; for her son, on the last day of March,
1484, died at Middleham castle. His death is mentioned by the
family chronicler with great mystery, yet so as to infer that this
boy, so deeply idolized by his guilty father, came by his end in
some sudden and awful manner. His parents were not with him,
but were as near as Nottingham castle when he expired.

The loss of this child, in whom all Anne's hopes and happiness
were garnered, struck to her heart, and she never again knew a
moment's health or comfort. Richard had no other child; his
declining and miserable consort was not likely to bring another;
and if lie did not consider her in the way, his guilty and ruffianly
satellites certainly did, for they began to whisper dark things con-
cerning the illegality of the king's marriage, and the possibility of
its being set aside. As Edward lY.'s parliament considered that
it was possible for Anne to divorce Richard in 1474, it cannot be
doubted that Richard could have resorted to the same manner of
getting rid of her, when queen. Her evident decline, however,
prevented Richard from giving himself any trouble regarding a
divorce; yet it did not restrain him from uttering peevish com-
plaints to Rotherham, archbishop of Tork, against his wife's
sickliness and disagreeable qualities. Rotherham, who had just
been released from as much coercion as a king of England dared
offer to a spiritual peer who had not appeared in open insurrection,
ventured to prophesy, from these expressions, "that Richard's
queen would suddenly depart from this world." This speech got
circulated in the guard-chamber, and gave rise to a report that the
queen, whose personal sufferings in a protracted decline had
caused her to keep her chamber for some dav^s, was actually dead.
Anne was sitting at her toilet, with her tresses Unbound, when
this strange rumour was communicated to her. She considered it